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Fall Season Begins 

Itôs post Labor Day, and we are back into the 

regular meeting schedule.  Itôs been a busy summer for 

many of usé. 

We are starting the new year of meetings and 

programs Saturday, September 13.  See next page for 

meeting details! 

Read more inside in our Branch News to see what 

your sister Pen Women have been up to all these long hot 

months.  We also debut a new column on page 10. 

The Dear Creator project is really ready for prime-

time, with the book due out this fall season.  Chaplain Lynn 

Rose Curtin and publisher Susan D. Brandenburg have been 

working on the final touches all summer.   

Get ready for a great new year! 

&&&  

Donôt forget your input makes this newsletter a 

news-letter; send your announcements and info to 

Fletcher Shipp, Editor 

Musescribe @aol.com 
Send your contributions for  
The Jacksonville Revue to: 

 
Fletcher Shipp 

235 West 5
th
 Street 

Jacksonville, FL 32206 
OR 

Digital files to: 
musescribe@aol.com 

 

mailto:nada.frazier@gmail.com
mailto:lfoley3@hotmail.com
mailto:Sigrun123@comcast.net
mailto:musescribe@aol.com
mailto:lcurtin@mac.com
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  Things to Come: 

 

Important Dates 2014 

 

September 13, 2014ðMeeting 

Site: Timuquana CC 

Speaker: Jeanne Majors 

Topic: ñPassion for Preludeò 
 

October 11, 2014ðMeeting 

Site: Jax Golf & CC 

Speaker: Carolee Bertisch 

Topic: ñMemories Renewedò 
 

November 8, 2014ðMeeting 

Site: Timuquana CC 

Speaker: Linda Foley 

Topic: ñCozy Mysteriesò 

 

December, 2014ðMeeting 

Site: TBA 

Our Christmas Tea 

Please bring non-perishable 

items for the food bank 
 

vvvv 

 

EDITORôS NOTE: 
 

Watch newsletters for any scheduling 

changes.  

  

Deadline Changes!! 

 

We are moving our Revue deadlines up 

in order to be more timely with our 

news briefs for members. Please have 

additions/changes to calendar items in to 

the Editor by the 1st of each month, in 

order to keep print copies up-to-date.  

Please have all other copy in by the 5
th
 

of each month.  Thank you! 
 

 

September Meeting  
 

We return to Timuquana Country Club  this 

month.  Our guests will be Jeanne Majors and the 

Prelude Chamber Music, Inc. Jeanne will talk about 

her ñPassion for Preludeò, the youth performance 

group that she founded.  There will be a string trio. 

In the summer of 2002, Jeanne Majors founded 

Prelude Chamber Music Camp with two of her 

Jacksonville Symphony colleagues, Chris Chappell 

and Vernon Humbert. 

Jeanne is the Jacksonville Symphony 

Orchestraôs (JSO) longest-term player. She began 

with the JSO ï when it was a part-time orchestra ï as a 

freshman at Jacksonville University. For most of the 

past 47 years, Jeanne served as Principal Second 

Violin.  

Jeanne earned Bachelorôs degrees in music 

performance and music education from Jacksonville 

University and a Master of Music degree from the 

University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 

Music.   Jeanne also teaches violin & viola in her home 

studio and is a member of the Florida Federation of 

Music Clubs, the American String Teachers 

Association, and the Friday Musicale. 

!!!!!! 

Special Note: Reminder: 

Our meeting date is now the second Saturday 

of each month, and the time is being moved up to 10 

AM, beginning with the actual business meeting, 

brunch to follow at 11 AM.    Members are requested 

to try to be at the meeting site prior to 10 AM. 

The cost is still $16 per person.  Please be 

prepared to pay by cash or check. 

 

If you have dietary requirements/allergies, 

please notify Duncan Sawyer in advance, at 

medphoto6@aol.com.  ALSO, we are required to 

have a full headcount of attendees and all dietary 

needs in to the club staff a week in advance of the 

meeting. 

mailto:medphoto6@aol.com
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Welcome New Officers 

Our new roster of officers for the 2014-2016 term are: 

President: Nada Frazier 

Vice President: Linda Foley 

Treasurer: Fletcher Shipp 

Recording Secretary: Susan D. Brandenburg (continuing) 

Chaplain: Lynn Rose Curtin (continuing) 

Corresponding Secretary: Sigrun Buckley (continuing) 

Program Chair: Jan Atchley Bevan 

Membership Chair: Dottie Burris  (continuing) 

 

 

&  &  &  &  

.Dear Creator Coming This Fall 

&  Now on Facebook! 

Hello everyone! 

We are excited to announce that 'Dear Creator' 

now has its own Facebook page. Here is the new 

Facebook page.... we need to get at least 25 

"Likes" or more, then we can get a MUCH 

shorter link! 

Dear Creator: An Anthology 

Lynn Rose Curtin 

lynnrosecurtin@gmail.com 

http://www.lynnrosecurtin.com/ 

  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dear-Creator-An-Anthology/1469232440006043
mailto:lynnrosecurtin@gmail.com
http://www.lynnrosecurtin.com/
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Dear Pen Women Friends, 

Thank you for taking time out of your busy summer schedules to surprise me with a lunch and an 
award for my years as Treasurer. The award is beautiful and the inscription which said, "Your service 
cannot be measured by time, but by love." meant the world to me . 
  
I loved the "owl certificate" Susanne presented to me and the beautiful card came to my home a few 
days later.  
This honor certainly brightened my day ! You are all so talented and I am honored to call you friends.  
 
Again, my heartfelt thanks to a ll of you.  

Fondly,  
Pat 

I am going to share some news on what has been happening in my life these past few months. Some of 

you know I have been appointed National Membership Chair for NLAPW. I attended my first national 

board meeting in June. One of the things we are currently doing is updating the membership applications. 

We want them to be more user friendly. We are also in touch with the Members at Large (MALs) or as 

they are called in Florida, Pen Women at Large (PALs). Through contacting these members I discovered 

two women who live in the Jacksonville area. One is a writer and her name is Laura Jo Brunson and the 

other person is an artist named Pamela Walker Hart. They both hope to join us for our upcoming meeting. 

I know you will welcome them to our Branch. 

My trip to Washington followed my time in Princeton NJ with my daughter Stacy. Stacy was on the USA 

team representing FL in swimming at the National Special Olympics. Stacy is developmentally disabled 

and has been swimming with the Special Olympics in FL for over thirty years. She won two silver medals 

and a fourth and fifth medal at the nationals. She cut nearly 6 seconds off her best time for her 

breaststroke. This was a once in a lifetime event for her and we are all very proud of her. We think it is 

quite wonderful that she can still swim so well as she approaches her 47th birthday. 

I am including a very nice article which appeared in the FL Times Union. (Ed Note: see page 7) 

As far as my art, I am proud to tell you I have won a Second Place and two Honorable Mentions in the 

past three shows for SoMMA (Society of Mixed Media Artists). In 

addition, my art was accepted into the current JAG (Jacksonville Artist 

Guild) show at the JCA. There were 109 entries and only seventeen 

artists were selected. Some of the artists had more than one piece in 

the show. "Love is How we Earn our Wings" was my mixed media 

piece in this show. Thank you to my Pen Women friends who attended 

the openings of my art shows. 
 
Patricia (Pat) Setser  
National League of American Pe n Women, Inc. 
Membership Chair  
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News Briefs 

Susanne Schuenkeôs newest art show is at CoRK Studios 

starting September 13.  She writes: 

Dear Friends of my art: 

You are cordially invited to see 13 of my paintings at a small, 

informal show at the CoRK Arts District (details below) together 

with 3 artists from CoRK who invited me to participate. The 

topic is ñMathematicsò and it is definitely fun - no mathematical 

inclinations required from the observer. I present a series of 

ñMystic Geometryò: eight polygons (in watercolor) with their 

intrinsic subdivisions, expressing visually my philosophical 

contemplation.  

 

Looking forward to see you in the afternoon hours (4-6pm) of 

Saturday September 13th (the opening reception is from 4 to 

9pm). 

 

With kind regards, Susanne 
 

There will be an attendant welcoming you outside the door on 

Rosselle Street, just before you reach the Corner of King Street. 

 

Earlier this summer, Susanne had a solo show, ñDream into Artò, at the Beaches Museum and 

Historic  Center that ran late May through July. 

 

Helen Ashmead Pastel Classes 

Just wanted to let you and other Pen Women know that I am teaching Pastel at Reddi Arts this fall. 

The first session (4 classes each Wednesday afternoon) starts September 3. The second session starts in mid 

October. 

If anyone is interested in signing up or finding out more, please contact Reddi Arts.  Their number is (904) 

396-6385. Their website is www.reddiarts.com 

Hope you are doing well. I'm looking forward to seeing everyone this year. 

ðHelen Ashmead 

#### 

Dottie Burris has a story in publication this fall.  Stoneboat, a biannual journal in 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin, will be publishing Dottieôs story, ñThe Fun-House Mirrorò in their 

fall issue.   

http://www.reddiarts.com/
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The Signature of all Things:  

A novel by Elizabeth Gilbert [Kindle Edition]  

A review by Siggy Buckley 

My husband surprised me with this choice of book. He usually makes his selection from award winning 

sites and best seller lists; he often picks books that won Pulitzer prizes. His choice of author, Elizabeth 

Gilbert, Eat, Pray, Love, ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

enthralling novel combining history, science and discovery with human needs and experiences- and love. 

DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǿŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǘ 

was a natural choice. The book starts and ends in Holland, Amsterdam, where we were going to spend a 

о ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Much of our time was spent reading, as the novel is mesmerizing and unputdownable in a quirky sort of 

way. It starts in 1800 when the main character, Alma Whittaker, is born to a former lowly gardener who 

has made it beyond his station, an import tycoon who becomes the richest man in Philadelphia. 

A homely girl, Alma is naturally curious and talented, gets an extraordinary education, including the 

classics, that in those days was only available and acceptable for men. She becomes a gifted amateur 

scientist in the secluŘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ [ƛƪŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǊŀ ǎƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 

unknown while men like Darwin make it to the limelight of science and earn their reputation. 

Her life changes dramatically when the artist Ambrose Pike enters her life. Her unfulfilled love leaves her 

shattered and sends her on an 

exploratory journey of her own from 

Philadelphia to Tahiti and then to her 

family roots in Holland. 

There are many back stories in this 

ƴƻǾŜƭΣ ŜΦƎΦ ŀōƻǳǘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ƻƻƪΩǎ 

voyages, botany, and evolution that 

contribute to the books fascination. 

The author who is not a scientist did 

an incredible amount of research on 

the various subjects for this book. 

After finishing this awe-inspiring 

novel, we made a pilgrimage to the 

άIƻǊǘǳǎ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎǳǎέ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǊŀŎŜ ǎome of 

!ƭƳŀ ²ƘƛǘǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŜǇǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ-on approach left us both highly satisfied with our reading 

experience. They are smart enough to sell her book in the gift shop.   
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Pat Setserôs Daughter Stacy Wins at Natôl Special Olympics 

This summer, Stacy Setser set personal best in preliminaries at 

Princeton, NJ, taking about 6 seconds off her time. She won a silver 

medal in the 50 Meter Breaststroke and another silver medal in the 

50 Meter Freestyle. 

Stacy met many nice athletes and their families in Princeton NJ. She 

stayed at Rider University with her team, coaches and volunteers.  

Her two aunts, Mary Lou Barga from Vandalia, OH and Susie Crews 

from Cave City, KY drove to NJ to watch her swim. Stacy's mom, Pat 

was also one of her fans.  Stacy worked hard while practicing twice a 

week from January until the event. She traveled to the Orlando area 

four times to be ready for her once- in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

represent Duval County in these National games. She was the only 

athlete representing Jacksonville in any sport for this event.  
 

The state of NJ put on a great event. The athletes were part of the 

Opening Ceremonies and Closing Ceremonies and also had a special 

dinner cruise on the Hudson and viewed the Statue of Liberty from the 

cruise boat. 

Thanks to all of the local coaches, 

the State SO coaches and Duval 

County Director, Michell Jacobs. 

Also special thanks to the Jumping 

Fish organization for their large 

donation to support Stacy in this 

endeavor. 

The TV coverage from News4Jax 

and this link was viewed on the 

L'Arche Harbor House Facebook 

page by over 1000 people before 

Stacy left for NJ. Stacy lives at 

L'Arche Harbor House in 

Jacksonville. 

Thanks to all for supporting Stacy on this amazing journey to the 2014 Special Olympics USA 

Games ð Revealing Champions in Princeton, NJ. 

 

ðPat Setser 
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JULY: 

On Saturday, July 26, we honored outgoing Treasurer Pat Setser for her 15 years of truly 

devoted service with a surprise party (disguised as a meeting), an award and a few small gifts.  

Special thanks to Jan Bevan, Eva Greenfield and Susan D. Brandenburg for making all the 

arrangements! 

 

Pat with her award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

é.And this lovely Owl purseé. 

 

We managed to surprise Pat by having a ñDear Creator meetingò and lunch at The Loop Pizza Grill in 

San Marco, then handing her this special boxé..she really didnôt expect this at all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All photos courtesy of Nada Frazier, © 2014 
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AUGUST: 

 

Beluthahatchee Birthday Bash 

 

For the second year, Susan D. Brandenburg hosted her birthday party at the Stetson 

Kennedy home, Beluthahatchee, in St. Johns County, on August 10.  Susan became friends with 

Kennedy several years ago and is involved with the Stetson Kennedy Foundation to this day.  

She is always eager to bring people to the site to appreciate the legacy that Kennedy left us, 

especially in the preservation of old, unspoiled Florida.   

 

As Susan puts it: 

Once you get there, you'll agree that the effort 

ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘ Χ .ŜƭǳǘƘŀƘŀǘŎƘŜŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ 

and wonderful piece of old Florida - the place 

that helped inspire Stetson Kennedy and 

Woody Guthrie to write powerful 

"ammunition" championing fellow man and 

mother earth! 

 

 

Many of Susanôs friends and 

members of the Foundation turned out for 

the open house from 1 to 4 PM that Sunday.  

Guest of honor was Ingrid Reeves 

(Hummingbirds and Hard Hats), who flew 

in from California to help celebrate the day. 

In lieu of presents, Susan requested 

donations be made to the Stetson Kennedy 

Foundation. 

 

Susan and one of her many friends who came to celebrate. 

Photo courtesy of Mimi Pearce, © 2014 
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Introducing our newest column, by our incoming President  
 
 
By Nada Frazier  
 
 
 
We all have artists who influence our creativity.  For me, the first and foremost was my 
Grandmother Hope.  My Grandmother Hope, for whom I am named, lived most of her 
life farming the family's South Texas land, raising cows, pigs, chickens and feeding us 
from the family garden she tended on a daily basis.  I remember as a young child 
accompanying her to the feed store in town.  We would carefully examine the 
purchased colorful cotton flour or feed sacks from which she would sew me a beautiful 
dress.  
 
Our family never knew what artistic work we would discover at Grandma's house.  A 
prolific, naturally skilled artist, Grandma Hope specialized in canvas oil paintings of local 
landscape scenes, which, upon completion, she placed in natural wood frames created 
from gathered farm materials.  As often as possible, Grandma Hope would throw her 
paintings in the backseat of the family's old car and drive for about one hour to the big 
city of San Antonio, Texas.  There, on what would eventually become the San Antonio 
River Walk, along with other artists, Grandma Hope sold her paintings to a welcoming 
public.   
 
My Grandma Hope taught me to engage my imagination and to simply follow my heart 
in creating art. I can still vividly see the enormous, approximately twenty foot fire-
breathing, red dragon and oriental motif she painted. She explained to me that when 
she saw the dragon in her mind, it was simply too big to fit on her usual canvas and she 
had to bring it to life on the biggest canvas she could find, the farm house's living room 
wall.  Every room of her home contained some painted decor, including the bathroom.  
As you crawled into the bathroom tub, painted on the wall sitting next to you was an old 
cowboy wearing a dusty, old worn cowboy hat, laughing and enjoying his bath with you, 
complete with his snakeskin cowboy boots surreptitiously propped up on the end of the 
tub.    One year I came home to find Grandma Hope had painted every inch of my entire 
bedroom with my favorite color at the time, lavender.  She accented her work with 
painted puffs of magical clouds floating across the ceiling.  There, in South Texas, miles 
from the nearest town, year after year, I would lay in my farmhouse bed, staring up at 
those clouds imagining life beyond...  
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It was shortly after my Grandmother made her transition that my Aunt gave me a 
compiled notebook of found poems, songs, and short stories written by my 
Grandmother Hope.  I treasure those writings and her paintings to this day.   
 
As artists, we may never know the impact our creations have on another.  My creativity 
continues to flourish from a combination of many influences, starting with the early 
creative visions illumined by my Grandma Hope.  When I joined the National League of 
American Pen Women years ago, I was grateful to become part of an organization 
founded in 1897 as a way to address inequality of women in the arts. Now, as I begin 
my service as the newly elected President of the Jacksonville Branch of NLAPW, we will 
continue to honor those who dare to step outside the confines of their circumstances, 
support one another's creativity and artistic work, as well as facilitate the serving of our 
communities through the arts.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Nada Frazier:  
Nada Frazier currently serves as 
President of the Jacksonville Branch of 
the National League of American Pen 
Women.  She is an award winning 
photographer whose art often reflects 
spiritual experiences and reveals light, 
water, landscapes, paths, nature, and 
people in their most natural moments. 
She is also a writer, inspirational 
speaker, spiritual mentor, and 
Community Hospice of Northeast 
Florida Ambassador and spiritual care 
volunteer. 

ά.ƭǳŜ {ƪȅ /ǊƻǎǎέΣ one of the photos Nada provided for 

our Dear Creator book project.  © Nada Frazier 2013 
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Some thoughts for the coming year as Pen Women x 

 

You plant seeds all of your life: seeds of happiness, seeds of contentment, seeds of 
trust, seeds of friendship and seeds of love.  
 
We must plant five rows of Sweet Peas:  

 
Presence 
Promptness 
Persistence 
Purpose 
Patience 
 

Now let us plant three rows of Snapdragons:  
 
Snap off gossip 
Snap off indifference  
Snap off unconstructive criticism  
 

We'll need four rows of Lettuce:  
 
Let us be faithful  
Let us govern our lives on loyalty and truth  
Let us love one another 
 

Then we will plant four rows of Turnips:  
 
Turn up  with new ideas  
Turn up  with a smile  
Turn up  with enthusiasm  

Turn up  with determination to be constructive.  

 

ñ Elaine Waidelich, courtesy of Caroline McKeon  


